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Achievements: Protocol in support of the 2030 Agenda

• Parties revising Protocol targets to ensure full alignment with SDGs & 
integrating them into national sustainable development strategies (Belarus, 
Netherlands, Ukraine)

• Some Parties to the Protocol submitted VNRs on SDG6 in 2018 (e.g. HU, LT, RO, 
CH)
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Presentation Notes
Targets to improve the situation of water, sanitation, health and environment set according to countries’ needs, priorities and capacities 




Address the whole water cycle
Focus on intersectoral approach
Focus on addressing inequalities
Define ultimate objectives and countries set  

its own targets
Follow-up and review of progress

2030 Agenda and Protocol: coherence of approaches



Linkages between the Protocol on Water and Health & 2030 Agenda / SDGs



Protocol’s target areas 
(art. 6. 2) SDGs targets

(c) Area or population 
to be served by 
collective systems for 
the supply of drinking 
water or where the 
supply of drinking 
water should be 
improved

Goal 6: Clean water and sanitation

6.1 By 2030, achieve universal and equitable access to safe and affordable drinking 
water for all

Goal 1: End poverty 

1.4 By 2030, ensure that all men and women, in particular the poor and the vulnerable, 
have equal rights to economic resources, as well as access to basic services […]

Goal 4: Quality education

4.a Build and upgrade education facilities that are child, disability and gender sensitive 
and provide safe, non-violent, inclusive and effective learning environments for all 

Goal 11:  Sustainable cities and communities

11.1 By 2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing and basic 
services and upgrade slums

Examples of interlinkages



Protocol & 2030 Agenda: 
coherent implementation

How to do it in practice?
 Set coherent targets and implementation plans 

under the two frameworks
 Use the same national platforms for the Protocol 

and SDGs implementation
 Establish joint monitoring framework
Build capacity on the Protocol and 2030 Agenda 

together

A Practical guide for joint implementation of the    
Protocol and 2030 Agenda to be released in March 
2019



Actions for joint implementation

Protocol

Focal point and coordination 
mechanism
Baseline analysis
Setting national targets

Implementing targets
Reporting system (mandatory for 
Parties)

SDG

Focal point and coordination 
mechanism
Data collection
Establishing national frameworks 
and targets reflecting national 
circumstances
Implementing targets
Global monitoring and voluntary 
national reviews
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ACTIONS FOR JOINT IMPLEMENTATION
Establishing coordination mechanisms
Assessing the situation 
Setting targets
Implementing targets
Monitoring, follow-up and review of progress




2019: 4th reporting cycle under the Protocol
Objectives:
- Assess progress by means of self-
assessment by the Party and assessment by
the Meeting of the Parties;
- Exchange experience and share lessons
learned;
- Illustrate successes resulting from the
implementation of the Protocol;
- Identify challenges in implementing the
Protocol, with a view to informing activities
under the Protocol’s programme of work.

VNR: deadline 23 Avril 2019



Further steps

• Protocol to further support implementation of 2030 Agenda, capitalizing 
on achievements (concrete tools such as equity score-card, WSPs)

• 5th session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol will be hosted by 
Serbia (Belgrade, 19-21 November 2019) – attend as a Party?

• Draft programme of work of the Protocol for 2020-2022 to be adopted at 
MOP5 addressing core priorities in water, sanitation and health domains in 
the pan-European region:
• Improving governance for water and health (including alignment with 

2030 Agenda)
• Strengthening surveillance to combat water-related disease
• Promoting equitable access to safe water and sanitation for all 
• Ensuring safely managed sanitation
• Fostering climate resilient water and sanitation services
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This year we will have the fifth session of the Meeting of the Parties, which will be held in Belgrade in November 2019. At this session, Parties to the Protocol will adopt the Programme of Work for 2020-2022.
 
The Protocol and the 2030 Agenda are mutually reinforcing. Countries have benefited from their joint implementation since the adoption of the Sustainable Development Goals, which has led to the expanded scope of activities under the Protocol to fully align with the needs of the region. The momentum of the 2030 Agenda has furthered implementation of the Protocol, which in turn clearly supports the achievement of the objectives of the 2030 Agenda. 

The programme of work for 2020–2022 advances the work carried out under previous programmes of work and capitalizes on the achievements made to date. In general, activities under the different programme areas will assist Parties, other States and other actors in their efforts to achieve step-by-step progress in water, sanitation and health, from creating awareness, building evidence and increasing institutional and technical capacities through to policy uptake and the implementation of policy goals.

The areas of work and activities under the Protocol reflect core priorities in the water, sanitation and health domain in the pan-European region, as expressed by Parties and other States, and support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda. They include improving governance for water and health through setting targets and implementing measures, strengthening of surveillance to combat water-related disease, promoting universal and equitable access to safe water for all, including in rural areas, schools, hospitals and workplaces, ensuring safely managed sanitation that protects health and the environment, fostering climate resilient water and sanitation services and promoting sustainable management and the conservation of water resources.





Draft programme of work for the Protocol on Water 
and Health for 2020-2022 



Key dates and events in 2019

3-4 April 2019
11th meeting of the Working Group on Water and Health (Geneva, Switzerland)   

22 March 2019
World Water Day «Leaving No One Behind»

23 April 2019
Deadline for the 4th reporting cycle under the Protocol

19-21 November 2019
5th session of the Meeting of the Parties to the Protocol (Belgrade, Serbia)



Thank you!

MORE INFORMATION:
www.unece.org/env/water.html

CONTACTS:
Protocol UNECE co-secretariat: 
protocol.water_health@un.org
Christine.Kitzler@un.org 
guerrierd@un.org

http://www.unece.org/env/water.html
mailto:protocol.water_health@un.org
mailto:guerrierd@un.org
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