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WECF is a network of 80 WECF is a network of 80 
environment, health and womenenvironment, health and women’’s organisations in 30 s organisations in 30 

countries             countries             



Countries with WECF members and activitiesCountries with WECF members and activities



Cooperation Cooperation on on POPsPOPs
• Since 1999 WECF invited EECCA partners to 

participate in the UN negotiations on the 
elimination of POPs

• Network of EECCA NGOs developed and 
joined IPEN, made obsolete pesticides a major 
concern

• NGOs IPEP project, 70 local projects in the 
EECCA region, new POPs dumps identified

• Role of AWHHE in awareness raising and 
identification of obsolete pesticide dumps 



UrgencyUrgency of obsolete of obsolete 
pesticidepesticide clean upclean up

• Very persistent and toxic pesticides are a 
great risk to public health, ground water 
and agriculture of an entire region

• Each country has an interest in cleaning 
up their obsolete pesticide dumps 

• Health, security, environment and 
economy 



EU hasEU has made itmade it a a prioritypriority
• The EU parliament, has made obsolete pesticide 

clean up a priority 
• Exhibition about Obsolete pesticides dumps in 

Eastern Europe at the European Parliament 
• Same exhibition to go to the World Bank GEF 

conference
• EU has made clean up a priority for support and 

funding for new neighbour states



Governments Governments dodo not wantnot want to to 
put public healthput public health at at riskrisk

• Most countries signed the Stockholm 
Convention on the elimination of POPs

• GEF funding (50%) available for clean up and 
destruction

• Other international agencies provide support, 
funding and technical assistance: OSCE, NATO, 
FAO, GTZ,  EU and EU member states



Need to avoid Need to avoid unrepairableunrepairable
damagedamage

•• Example: EU human court decision against Example: EU human court decision against 
Turkish government (2002)Turkish government (2002)

•• Turkish government was informed of risk of Turkish government was informed of risk of 
waste burial but no action takenwaste burial but no action taken

•• Explosion caused death of 9 villagersExplosion caused death of 9 villagers
•• Court decision: Turkish government should Court decision: Turkish government should 

have taken action to clean up waste dump have taken action to clean up waste dump 
•• Turkey was found guilty, damage paymentsTurkey was found guilty, damage payments



The cycle of obsolete pesticide The cycle of obsolete pesticide 
clean upclean up



ExampleExample Moldova Moldova projectproject



Implementation 1 yearImplementation 1 year



International SupportInternational Support

s

••
OSCE grant 538.265 euroOSCE grant 538.265 euro
NATO project 278,000 euro NATO project 278,000 euro 
NGO project 150.000 euroNGO project 150.000 euro



Equipment Equipment for individualfor individual
protectionprotection



Trained specialistsTrained specialists andand
medical personnelmedical personnel



Different Different typestypes of obsolete of obsolete 
pesticidespesticides, solid , solid pesticidespesticides



..and Liquid ..and Liquid pesticidespesticides



MoldovaMoldova: : Lessons learnedLessons learned

•• Controlled processControlled process
•• Risks can be managed by expert Risks can be managed by expert 

teamsteams
•• Partnership between government Partnership between government 

agencies and civil society have been agencies and civil society have been 
productiveproductive



Lessons Lessons 22

•• But, But, 
•• if only temporary measures are takenif only temporary measures are taken
•• If such dangerous pesticides are not If such dangerous pesticides are not 

cleaned up and destructedcleaned up and destructed
•• They will become major health, They will become major health, 

environmental and security risk in the futureenvironmental and security risk in the future



Armenian POPs burialArmenian POPs burial
•• Burial site is more difficult to clean upBurial site is more difficult to clean up
•• International expertise and support is International expertise and support is 

absolutely required for Armeniaabsolutely required for Armenia
•• Temporary measures have been takenTemporary measures have been taken
•• Situation is deteriorating, landslideSituation is deteriorating, landslide
•• Nearby village populations are at riskNearby village populations are at risk
•• River below the site could transport the River below the site could transport the 

persistent toxics to Caspian seapersistent toxics to Caspian sea



Burial threatens villagesBurial threatens villages



Temporary measures do 
not ensure security



Burial is slidingBurial is sliding





Options forOptions for Action (1)Action (1)
• Chance of a major landslide is increasing 
• The burial might spill into the villages and the 

river 
• This is a case for a calamity fund 
• Make it a political national and international 

priority
• Consult FAO for fast support
• It will be the first obsolete pesticide burial clean-

up
• Technical means for safe removal exist



OptionOption for for Action (Action (contcont))

• Develop this case as a pilot example for 
other EECCA countries

• Example how such a burial is cleaned up
• Create partnership with donors 
• Support of interested international 

organisation exists
• Next step, Armenian Government 

approaches partners



FirstFirst stepssteps

• Visit to the burial site by participants
• Common declaration from this conference 
• Call for urgent international support for 

Armenia to take action



Thank you!Thank you!
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