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On October 27, 2007 in Yerevan at 9:30 a. m. a regional conference entitled “Partnership for Achieving the Millenium Development Goals (MDGs) in Armenia” will be held at The “Congress” Hotel. The conference is organized by Armenian Women for Health and Healthy Environment NGO with the financial support of Women in Europe for a Common Future (WECF, the Netherlands).

Official representatives from the RA National Assembly, the Ministries of Health, Nature Protection, Agriculture, UN agencies, local self-governmental authorities and NGOs will participate in the conference. A number of international and local experts will participate as key-note speakers. The conference aims at achieving the provision of the rural population with clean, safe drinking water safe sanitation, and safe produce.

Nowadays only 10-20% of the villagers in our republic have access to sewage systems. The average time for water-supply accounts for 14 hours/day in all communities. Only 40% of rural communities are satisfied with water quality and only 29% of them have an access to water for irrigation during the whole farming season. At present 80% of the area of Armenia is on the brink of desertification.


The insufficient access to irrigation water and unsatisfactory status of irrigation system, the deficit of biological preparations for the plant protection, and also of the state subsidies, lead to the increase of poverty in rural communities.


The suggestions of the conference: to promote the preventive measures for the protection of water sources, including the provision of the population with water of good quality and in necessary amounts, ensure the access to safe drinking water for all layers of society and apply new water saving approaches in agriculture, to carry out a fair and affordable water pricing policy, prevent the corruption in the water sector, and recognize the human right to clean and affordable water ensured by the EU and national constitutions.
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