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PRESS RELEASE

Embargoed until November 28, 2007

Citizens’ Groups Reject Dirty Waste Technologies,

Call for “Zero Waste for Zero Warming”

28 November 2007. Yerevan, Armenia; Quezon City, Philippines; Buenos Aires, Argentina;  Berkeley, USA; Brussels, Belgium.   As the international community faces up to the looming climate change, public interest groups from over 30 countries across the globe are pushing for “Zero Waste for Zero Warming” as an urgent solution to cut back and combat greenhouse gas  emissions from dirty waste disposal technologies.   

To mark the annual Global Day of Action against Waste and Incineration, now on its sixth year, environmental health and justice groups took action to raise citizens’ opposition over the reckless marketing and financing for landfills and incinerators, highlighting the fact that dirty technologies will not clear the atmosphere of climate changing emissions.  Together, the groups called for global support for Zero Waste alternatives to dumps, landfills and incinerators.

“We ask governments and funders to cease from poisoning our communities with toxic pollutants from the obsolete practice of dumping and incinerating discards, which significantly contribute to the climate change crisis.  Instead, we call for global support and action towards Zero Waste that will eliminate trash and pollution, advance sustainable systems for managing discards, conserve materials,   save energy, and create green and sustainable jobs for the people,” said Neil Tangri of the Global Alliance for Incinerator Alternatives (GAIA). 

“In the European Union we observe with preoccupation how we might be missing the opportunity to push for a recycling society in the negotiations of the Waste Framework Directive (WFD). Waste should be treated as resource and not as fuel, hence burning waste should not be encouraged in the WFD.

Therefore we ask the European Parliament to:

· Support the classification of incineration as disposal – burning waste can not be considered recovery. 

· Support the targets of recycling 50 per cent of municipal solid waste, and 70 per cent of business, construction and demolition waste to be achieved by 2020.

· Support the creation of a bio-waste directive.

· Support stabilisation of waste production by 2012 to levels of 2008.

Any other decision would endanger even more EU's capability to become a Zero Waste society in the future.” said Joan Marc Simon of GAIA in Europe.

In the face of the climate crisis, incinerator and landfill industries are aggressively peddling these end-of-pipe toxic technologies in the guise of “green energy”.  By using names like Waste-to-Energy, gasification, and plasma, waste disposal companies have gained access to public money handouts and subsidies through renewable energy policies and some “green” programs encouraging the construction and expansion of expensive, pollution-ridden and climate-changing disposal projects, hampering community-based efforts to stop waste and global warming.  

Incinerators blow more carbon dioxide (CO2) out of the stack per unit of electricity generated compared to coal-fired power plants.  Landfills on the other hand are the largest source of methane (CH4) in the U.S.—a global warming gas 23 times more powerful than CO2.   Disposal technologies feed on diminishing resources that we should be recycling or composting like paper, food waste, plastic, and aluminium, and they are counter to efforts to reduce what we put in the trash in the first place. 

Incineration further drives a negative spiral of increased energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions. Restrictive policies in typical incinerator contracts require a set amount of garbage. These contracts impose fees that that are a disincentive for a city to improve waste prevention strategies and recycling and composting collections.

For more information about zero waste and incineration please visit the GAIA website at www.no-burn.org.

GAIA is an international coalition of over 500 public interest organizations and individuals from 82 countries that are working together to promote clean production, zero waste and sustainable discard management systems. GAIA is committed to ending waste incineration and advancing real solutions to the waste crisis
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