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Women and Gender Coalition strongly involved in WWF 5

Since 2000 attention for gender and for the specific interest of women in the water sector has been demanded by various women and gender organisations. 

In 2004 the Women’s Coalition was formed to represent the Major Group Women together with all who are interested in advocacy for equity in key water events. At WWF 2 and 3 in The Hague and Kyoto separate gender sessions were organised, whilst in WWF 4 in Mexico gender was mainstreamed in many technical sessions. 

At present, in the Fifth World Water Forum in Istanbul the various organisations have again joined hands in the Women and Gender Coalition (WGC). This is convenient for mainstreaming gender, and for organising the Major Group Women. 

The Women and Gender Coalition is confident that WWF 5 will again result in significant steps forward to gender inclusive and participatory IWRM and WATSAN.

The Women and Gender Coalition (WGC) consists of:

· Gender and Water Alliance (GWA)

· IUCN

· Soroptimist International of Europe

· Turkish Women’s Water Platform

· UN Interagency Task Force Gender and Water

· Women Farmers Advancement Network (WOFAN, Nigeria)

· Women for Water Partnership (WfWP)

WfWP is coordinating the Women and Gender Coalition.

The WGC will be involved in the following activities:

1. Women and Gender Coalition booth and meeting point;

2. Women’s Caucus during the Forum;

3. High Level Plenary;

4. Political process: Heads of State and Ministerial Declaration;

5. Preparatory Conference with the Turkish Women’s Water Platform;

6. Equity and gender mainstreaming in many sessions;

7. Various side events;

8. Launching of a number of gender and children’s publications.

The WCG will be involved in the following sessions: 

High Level Plenary 
Topic: Health Dignity and Economic Progress: Way forward for Gender Equity 
Developing and monitoring gender-sensitive sustainable sanitation programmes 
and indicators for MDG 7. 
Date: 16th March, 14.30 – 18.30 hours 
Convenors: UN Task Force on Gender and Water / UN Water, UN-Water Decade Programme on Capacity Development, WECF Women in Europe for a Common Future, Soroptimist International of Europe, Gender and Water Alliance, Women for Water Partnership, EPRC Bangladesh, IUCN, Stockholm Environmental Institute, Women’s Resource and Outreach Center Jamaica. 
Place: Sütlüce Thematic Bloc: Ayvan Saray 

Theme 1: Global Change and Risk Management 

Topic 1.1 Adapting to Climate Change 
Session 1.1.1 “Dialogue on Regional perspectives on water, adaptation, and climate” 
GWA chairperson Mrs Sara Ahmed will be contributing to the panel discussion with inputs from a gender and water perspective 
Date: March 19th, 11:00 – 13:00 hours 
Place: Sütlüce Congress Centre: Main Bloc: Halic 

Session 1.1.2 “Adaptation: waiting for things to happen or trying to be prepared” 
GWA chairperson Mrs. Sara Ahmed will be contributing to this session 
Date: March 17th, 8:30 – 13:00 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 1 

Topic 1.2 Water Related migration, changing land use and human settlements 
Session 1.2.1 “Imbalances between Water, Land and People: The Drivers of Rural Migration” 
GWA member Mr. Wasim Wagha will be contributing to the panel discussion with his experiences from the indigenous people of the Indus Valley in Pakistan. 
Date: March 17th, 8:30 – 13:00 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc. Feshane 2 

Session 1.2.2 “Rural Migrants in Urban Slums: Dreams fulfilled or start of a nightmare?” 
GWA member Mrs Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt will be contributing to the panel discussion with her experiences from South Asia. 
Date: March 17th, 14:30 – 17:30 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc. Feshane 2

Topic 1.3: Managing Disasters 
Session 1.3.4 “Water in the Aftermath of Disaster or Conflict: How to transition from complex emergencies to normality” 
GWA member Mrs. Fadia Daibes-Murad will be making an intervention in the session based on her experiences of working in Palestininan Territories 
Date: March 19th, 11:00 – 13:00 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc. Feshane 1
Topic 1: wrap up session: Global Change, including adaptation to climate change. 
Lesha Witmer of Women for Water Partnership and Esther de Jong of GWA will be on the experts panel
Date: March 19th, 17.00 - 19.00 hrs
Place: Feshane Bloc. Feshane 1
Theme 2: Advancing Human Development and the MDG’s 
Topic 2.1 Ensuring Water, Sanitation and Hygiene for All 
Session 2.1.3 “Taking WASH to Scale” 
GWA member Mrs. Caroline Gathoni Mungara will be contributing to the panel discussion in this session from her experiences in Kenya. 
Date: March 19th, 8:30 – 11:30 hours 
Place: Sütlüce Carpark, Aynali Kavak 1 

Topic 2.3 Water and Food for ending Poverty and Hunger 
Session 2.3.1 “Water for food: feeding a growing global population” 
GWA Executive Director Mrs. Joke Muylwijk will be contributing to the panel discussion with her experiences with women farmers in Africa. 
Date: March 18th, 14:30 – 19:00 hours 
Place: Sütlüce Thematic, Bloc: Ayvan Seray 

Session 2.3.2 “Threat or Opportunity: Can the food crisis benefit poor farmers?” GWA members Mrs. Joke Muylwijk and Mrs Catharien Terwisscha will be contributing to the panel discussion in the session. 
Date: March 19th, 8:30 – 11:30 hours 
Place: Sütlüce Thematic Bloc: Ayvan Seray 

Theme 3: Managing and Protecting Water Resources 

Topic 3.4 Managing and Protecting Surface, Ground, Soil and Rainwater 
Session 3.3.3 “Preserving Natural Ecosystems / Acting Locally, Thinking Globally: What actions help preserve ecosystems?” 
GWA member Mrs Alicia Raffaele will be making a presentation in this session 
Date: March 21st, 8:30 – 10:30 hours 
Venue: Sütlüce Carpark Bloc: Aynali Kavak 2 

Session 3.4.3 “Contemporary issues, public awareness, stakeholder participation on sustainable water resource management” 
GWA member Mrs Margriet Reinders will be making a presentation in this session on gender and sustainable (rain)water management. 
Date: March 21st, 8:30 – 11:00 hours 
Venue: Sütlüce Thematic Bloc: Ayvan Seray. 

Theme 4: Governance and Management 
Topic 4.3 Ethics, Transparency, and Empowerment of Stakeholders 
Session 4.3.3 “Beyond Water Bribes: How to build a corruption-resistant water sector” 
GWA member Mrs Caroline Toroitich will be contributing to the panel discussion. 
Date: March 18th, 8:30 – 13:00 hours 
Venue: Sütlüce Carpark Bloc, Aynali Kavak 1. 

Theme 6: Education, Knowledge and Capacity Development 
Topic 6.1: Education, Knowledge and Capacity Development Strategies. 
Dates: 20th March and 21st March 
Coordinators: WfWP with UNESCO-IHE. 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 4 

Session 6.1.0: Opening plenary Education, Knowledge and Capacity Development Strategies. 
Date: 20th March, 8.30-10.30 hours. 
Convenors: WfWP with UNESCO-IHE 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 4 
Summary: How can knowledge and capacity development be (better) used so that all stakeholders can contribute, have equitable and meaningful access to, use and benefit from the vast and fast growing body of knowledge and experience on the water sector? 

Session 6.1.1: Knowledge for all, all for knowledge. 
Date: 20th March, 11.00-13.00 hours. 
Convenors: WfWP member NetWwater and Organisation International de L’Eau. 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 4 

Session 6.1.3: Get involved! Whose and what empowerment will ensure the provision of sustainable water services. 
Date: 20th March, 17.00-19.00 hours 
Convenors: WfWP, UNESCO-IHE and IRC. 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 4 
Summary: Should capacity development be done differently if we want to improve the coverage and performance of water management and water supply and sanitation services? The session will focus on six areas of capacity development at the local level: Local Partnerships, Local Autonomy and Self-sufficiency, Matching CD Demand and Supply, Knowledge Management and CD Tools, Gender mainstreaming, and preparing for Climate change. 

Session 6.1.5: Wrap-up and Synthesis - Education, Knowledge and Capacity. Development Strategies. 
Date: 21st March, 11.00-13.00 hours 
Convenors: WfWP with UNESCO-IHE 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 4

Topic 6.3 Using the Assets of Professional Associations and Networks to Achieve the MDGs 
Session 6.3.2 “Showcasing Success: How professional networks and associations are making an impact” 
GWA member Mrs. Ninon Machado will be part of an interactive panel discussion in this session. 
Date: March 20th, 14:30 – 19:00 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 2
Roundtabel on gender mainstreaqming the watersector and enhancing women’s careers
Date: March 20th 17.00-19.00 hours 
Convenors: WfWP and IWA
Place: Feshane 

Topic 6.4 Data for All 
Session 6.4.1 “Building the Database: What data should we put in the treasure chest?” 
GWA chairperson Mrs. Sara Ahmed will be contributing to this session 
Date: March 20th. 8:30 – 11:30 hours 
Place: Feshane Bloc: Feshane 3 

Side events 
Topic: The role of Women in Irrigated Agriculture: Experiences from Turkey and Sri Lanka. 
Date: 17th March, 8.30-10.30 hours. 
Convenors: Soroptimist International of Turkey and NetWwater (members of WfWP) 
Place: Sutluce VIP Bloc: Hasköy 
Summary: The current global food crisis brings to focus the critical role played by women in ensuring food security through their contribution to agriculture. This joint presentation brings in experiences from Turkey and Sri Lanka in the role and the contribution of women in irrigated agriculture. The speakers from both countries will raise current issues, constraints and challenges in a solution based framework . 

Topic: equity mainstreaming in the water sector
Date: 17th March, 11.15 – 13.00 hours
Convener: Women for water Partnership
Place: WWC pavilion

Topic: Launch side paper World Water Development report
Date: March 18th 16.30-18.00 hours 

Convenors: UN Water, UNESCO, IHE, WfWP
Place: Freshane / Lale Hall
Topic: Special Capacity Building opportunities for Women in the Water Sector 
Date: 19th of March,, 8.30-10.30 hours 

Kusum Athukorala of NetWwater/WfWP will be one of the panellists 

Place: Feshane Lale Hall

Convenor: Asian Institute of Technology.

Topic: Upscaling IRWM education n South Asia

Date : 21st of March, 11.00-13.00 hours

Executive Drector Joke Muylwijk of GWA is one of the panel members. 

Place :  Lale Hall F 5 

Topic: Corruption and water related disasters in Sri Lanka 
Date: 21st March, 11.00-13.00 hours. 
Convenors: NetWwater (member of WfWP) 
Place: Sütlüce VIP Bloc Kasimpasa 1 

Topic: Women and Water 
Date: March 17th 13:15-14:15 hours 
Convenor: Soroptimist International of Turkey 
Place: Sütlüce: Thematic Bloc, Kagithane 

Training in Learning Centre of the 5th WWF 
Topic: Gender and Empowerment in Water, Sanitation and Waste Management 
Date: 17th March, 14:30 – 19:00 hours 
Trainers: Gender and Water Alliance (GWA) 
Place: Learning Centre, Feshane Hall, room 5 

Topic: Gender and Climate Change Workshop 
Date: 19 March, 8.30 – 13.00 hours 
Convenors: IUCN and Global Gender and Climate Alliance (GGCA) 
Place: Feshane Training in Learning Centre. 

Public Launch : educational booklets for children in the Global Water Education Village 
Date: 19th March, 17:00 – 19:00 hours 
Organizers: Gender and Water Alliance (GWA) 
Place: Feshane II, Mahmut hall 

Public Launch: Resource Guide Cd on Gender and Water Management (first time in Hindi, Bengali, and Urdu) 
Convenors: UNDP, Gender and Water Alliance (GWA), and SIWI 
Date and place: to be announced later (visit GWA stall no. 411 in Foyer 4 of the Sütlüce Congress Centre for more information) 

Trialogue session 

Date: 18th March, 8.30-10.30 hours 

Topic:  Building Bridges between government, science and civic society 

Kusum Athukorala of NetWwater-WfWP is one of the contributors.

Place: Feshane building, Sadabad Hall , room 6.

Partnership Bazaar 
Topic of slot: Equity mainstreaming in the water sector, why and how 
Date: 17th March, 11.15-12.45 hours 
Convenors: WfWP 
Place: World Water Council Pavilion Partnership Bazaar. 
Summary: Gender and equity is one of the main themes for the WWC. Although in theory this idea is supported, in practise a lot of organisations do not really understand the concept and how to make it operational. This short workshop is to explain the concept and invite participants to get more information on the subject during the Forum.

Women’s Caucus
All women attending are invited for a daily briefing and coordination meeting.
Date: daily 9.00 -  10.00
Place: Bedestan Hall
