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24 June 2004

Budapest, Hungary

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

“Don’t Pollute our Babies’ Bodies!”

Women in Europe for a Common Future Members Stand in Silent Appeal to WHO Conference Delegates 

and call on governments to

• Adopt and Commit to the Implementation and Improvement of CEHAPE

• Support a Ban on Phthalates in Teething Toys

• Maintain the Strength of the Precautionary Principle

Representatives from Women in Europe for a Common Future  (WECF) from 30 countries together with many of their colleagues from across Europe will stand in silent appeal  at the doors leading to the main plenary hall beginning from 14:00 – 15:00 hours this afternoon.  The women will make their statement at the Budapest Convention Center plenary hall corridors while delegates and ministers from 49 European countries pass into the conference room to consider the adoption of  the Children’s Environmental and Health Action Plan for Europe. 

The women will be wearing T-Shirts with the message “Stop Polluting Our Children” and imprinted with a striking image of a baby in utero under siege from all directions 

Annemarie Mohr of Germany, together with her 4-months old baby girl Carlotta will be among those standing in silent vigil.  “I don’t want to wait for another 10 years of evidence to find out if Phthalates will disrupt the hormonal system of my child.  That will be too late for Carlotta.  Delegates should take action now to protect our children.”

Sascha Gabizon of the Netherlands, Director of Women in Europe for a Common Future and the elected environmental NGO representative to the conference said:

„We need an action plan to protect children’s health.  Unfortunately, the one we are considering here – the CEHAPE – is not as strong as it should be.’  She continued:  „it lacks concrete targets. The European SCALE Health and Environment Action Plan which focuses specifically on four priority diseases such as childhood cancers and neurodevelopmental diseases, is a good initiative. If the implementation of the CEHAPE would be combined with the implementaiton of SCALE, this would be a start in the right direction. 

Concerning phthalates, Estefania Blount, from the Spanish Trade Unions movement said: „ it seems self-evident that baby toys should not contain toxic chemicals.“  She continued: „We therefore urge the delegates to support the Denmark’s text for a Pan-European general ban on toys made of soft PVC containing phthalates. This agreement would be a strong message to the world regarding precaution. 

Marie Kranendonk  also of the Netherlands and from WECF, added: “We don’t want Europe’s children to be the guinea pigs of the chemical industry.“  She continued:  „Therefore, we call on governments to take action to stop the polluting of our children – delegates are urged to develop and implement the strongest possible chemicals legislation (REACH) and to reaffirm support for the Precautionary Principle – first agreed upon in Rio in 1992“.

Gabizon concluded:  We urge delegates to maintain the strength of the precautionary principle, at the national and regional level, and apply it to all health environmental policy making.“

For interviews, vigil photos or more information:  Contact info

Cell  +49-172-8637586 Sascha Gabizon

Cell +31-6-53556941 Marie Kranendonk
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