Report on activities carried out by AWHHE
 in frame of IPEN IC/PWG mini grant

“Environmental security for residents of settlements near to obsolete pesticides burial in Ararat region”

Outcomes:
1. The assessment on health and environment through survey in 3 villages located below the pesticides burial was carried out (250 residents);
      2.   The laboratory findings on breast milk and water were obtained
3. Monitoring of burial place, meetings with rural population and local governess were carried out. The results were introduced to local officials and at the seminars.
4. The anti POPs NGOs coalition of 10 ecological NGOs was established in the frame of ecological coalition and  announced at seminar which was held on October 27 in Yerevan  Charents 46. 15:00-18:00
The memorandum of mutual understanding was accepted and signed by members of coalition; 
5. Two booklets and one poster were published. The poster was introduced to the Parliament.  Poster presentation on results of carried out activities around this issue was done in Prague on October, 24-25. 2004, at scientific conference by Emma Anakhasyan.


Results of survey

:

· 81% permanent residents ;19%- suburban residents, living in village on warm seasons;

· 66.7% use fertilizers, mainly ammonium nitrate;

· 76, 2% use pesticides, mainly KARATE, Bi 58;

· 2, 2 kg average - the load of pesticides per 1 ha;

·  2, 4% of residents use DDT and 17, 1% - chlorophos for treating cattle;

· 9, 4% obtain pesticides from open market and private person; 87, 5% acquire from shops; 3, 1% both from private or shops;

· 9, 1 % use the protective cloth; 42, 4% partly; 48,5%- do not use any protective cloth;

· 23, 8% think that need to use a big quantity pesticides to get harvest, 47,6% -one should use pesticides in small quantities; 7,1%- doubt; 11,9% - are supporter of organic farming;

· 66, 7% need the additional information about pesticides and its effects; 19% - consider their knowledge sufficient; 14, 3% consider that they have not knowledge at all;

· 33,3% obtain information about pesticides  from TV; 28,6% from other people;2,4%-from newspapers; 11,9% from books; 11,9%  from commercial bulletin; 11,9% have no access to information;

· 23, 8% mainly use their own products; 54, 8% use open market; 21, 4% both options;

· 90, 5% do not know about location of stocks/sites of pesticides.

· The level of  some diseases was higher than national  average statistic
· DDT, DDE and DDD in breast milk are the witness about constant contamination of environment in these villages. The content of DDT and its metabolites is from 0,05 mg/kg to 0,3 mg/kg. The residues in the samples are higher then background in 60 times.
· There was no find out pesticides residues in drinking water.
